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CONFIDENTIAL LAGOS 0625 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, PINS, NI, DN 

SUBJECT: NIGERIAN GOVERNMENT HARSHLY CONDEMNS COTONOU ATTACK 
REF: (A) LAGOS 0544 (NOTAL) 

1. IN AN OFFICIAL COMMUNIQUE ISSUED JAN.18 BY THE FEDERAL 
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION, FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT OF NIGERIAN 
(FMG) NOTED WITH "PROFOUND INDIGNATION AND DIS CY THE UNPROVOKED 
ACT OF AGGRESSION AGAINST THE REPUBLIC OF BENIN BY AN ARMY OF 
FOREIGN MERCENARIES" AT COTONOU AIRPORT JAN 16. COMMUNIQUE 
ANNOUNCED THAT FMG HAS TAKEN "URGENT STEPS TO DISPATCH A 
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SPECIAL ENVOY" TO BENIN FOR ON-THE-SPOT ASSESSMENT OF THE 
"SERIOUS SITUATION CREATED BY IMPERIALIST FORCES". ON BASIS 
OF REPORTS AND OTHER EVIDENCE MADE AVAILABLE TO SPECIAL ENVOY, 

FMG SAID IT NOW FULLY CONVINCED THAT "AGGRESSION BY WHITE 
MERCENARIES AND THEIR BLACK STOOGES AGAINST THE SOVEREIGNT 
OF THE NEIGHBORING SISTER REPUBLIC OF BENIN WAS EXTERNALLY 
CONCEIVED AND EXECUTED WITH THE MATERIAL AID AND LOGISTIC 
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SUPPORT OF THE ENEMIES OF AFRICA". 

2. COMMUNIQUE CONTINUED WITH FMG CONDEMNING IN THE "STRONGEST 
POSSIBLE TERMS THIS RECKLESS AND BARBARIC ACT OF AGGRESSION 
AGAINST A SOVEREIGN PROGRESSIVE AFRICAN STATE." STATEMENT SAID 
COUP ATTEMPT WAS SIMILAR IN DESIGN AND EXECUTION TO EARLIER 
INVASIONS AT CONAKRY AND ENTEBBE AND "CLEARLY CONFIRMS THE 
IMPERIALIST INTERNTIONS TO TERRORIZE AND INTIMIDATE AFRICA". 
DOCUMENT NOTED THAT IT IS BOTH "PAINFUL AND DEPLORABLE" THAT 
INVASION SHOULD OCCUR AT TIME WHEN "ENTIRE AFRICAN CONTINENT IS 
ENGAGED IN EFFORTS TO CONSOLIDATE ITS POLITICAL INDEPENDENCE. TO 
ENHANCE THE ECONOMIC WELL-BEING OF ITS PEOPLES, AND TO LIBERATE 
THE REMAINING ISOLATED POCKETS OF COLONIALISM THAT STILL EXIST ON 
THE CONTINENT." COMMUNIQUE DESCRIBED "IMPERIALIST AGGRESSION AS 
PARTICULARLY OMIINOUS, AS IT OCCURRED AT A TIME WHEN THE ENTIRE 
BLACK RACE FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD ARE (SIC) FULFILLING A MAJOR 
ENGAGEMENT IN A NEIGHBORING AFRICAN CAPITAL." COMMUNIQUE 
CONCLUDED WITH NIGERIAN DECLARATION OF "UNFLINCHING SOLIDARITY 
WITH AND UNQUALIFIED SUPPORT FOR THE GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE OF 
THE SISTER REPUBLIC OF BENIN, AND ITS PROFOUND SYMPATHY FOR THE 
HUMAN AND MATERIAL LOSSES SUSTAINED AS A RESULT OF THIS SENSELESS 
ADVENTURE." 

COMMENT: IN VIEW OF MEA OFFICER'S DISQUIETUDE OVER ABSENCE OF 
ANY REPORT ON BENIN AS RECENTLY AS JANUARY 18 (REFTEL), IT 
SEEMS UNLIKELY THAT NIGERIA SENT SPECIAL ENVOY TO INVESTIGATE 
SITUATION, ESPECIALLY SINCE EVEN BENINESE AMBASSADOR PRUDENCIO, 
WHO WAS TRANSPORTING 
TWO SENIOR MINISTERS, ONLY GOT AS FAR 
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AS PORTO NOVO. (REFTEL). HARSHLY CONDEMNATORY TONE OF COMM- 
UNIQUE WAS TO BE EXPECTED SINCE ATTACK INVOLVED HIGHLY EMOTIONAL 
ISSUE OF "FOREIGN MERCENARIES'^ WE ALSO NOTE THE ANALOGY 
BETWEEN COTONOU AND ENTEBBE AIRPORT ATTACKS, SINCE IT INDICATES 
FMG STILL CONCERNED OVER EXTERNAL THREATS TO NIGERIAN INTERNAL 
SERURITY. DEPENDING ON IDENTITIES OF ANY FOREIGN MERCENARIES 
INVOLVED IN BENIN ATTEMPTED COUP, WE MIGHT EXPERIENCE ANOTHER 
HEIGHTENING OF FMG CONCERN OVER WESTERN (U.S.) "DESTABILIZATION" 
TACTICS IN AFRICA. 

EASUM 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: GOVERNMENT OVERTHROW, GOVERNMENT REACTIONS, INVASIONS, MERCENARIES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 19-Jan-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977LAGOS00625 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770021-0719 
Format: TEL 
From: LAGOS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 97701 38/aaaabgtn. tel 

Line Count: 107 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 48eda2d4-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 LAGOS 544 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3560929 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NIGERIAN GOVERNMENT HARSHLY CONDEMNS COTONOU ATTACK 
TAGS: PFOR, PINS, Nl, DM 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/48eda2d4-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



